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the former practice being more common. The
rural schools work mainly in the slack season.
They too have a three years' course. Except in
rural areas, where practically all the teaching work
is done by teachers of the elementary schools, the
continuation schools are staffed by teachers who
have undergone a special course of training for
work in such schools. No fees are levied. The
Federal Constitution even provides that instruc-
tional material shall be supplied free to the pupils,
but owing to the lack of funds, no attempt has yet
been made to enforce this.
The cost of maintaining the continuation schools
is shared by the State, the local bodies and the
employers. The continuation schools owe much
to Trade Unions, Chambers of Trades and
Chambers of Commerce. So great is the faith of
these bodies in the continuation schools that they
very often take the initiative in establishing such
schools. In Thuringia the cost of the salaries of
the teachers in all kinds of vocational schools is
borne by the State, while the local bodies supply
the necessary equipment.
In big towns the size of a continuation school
is sometimes enormous. For example, in Cologne,
which has a population of about 800,000, there is
a continuation commercial school with a strength of
6,800, 2,500 of whom are boys and 4,300 girls.
Separate sections are organised for the two sexes
with separate courses in each section for pupils
who are engaged as shop attendants and shop
clerks. Part-time attendance makes it possible